DAVIDSTOW PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
[bookmark: _Hlk152511069]
MINUTES of the meeting held on Monday 1st September 2025 at the Davidstow Museum 
	1.  Present: Councillors; J. Dowton, P Potter, M Wakefield,  
       Apologies: Councillors Colman, W Kingdon. TC Steed.
       There were 5 members of the public in attendance.
2. Public Participation
2.1. Update from Saputo
Campbell Appleton from Saputo addressed the council, providing an update on the company’s forthcoming operational changes. Over the next three weeks, Saputo will revert to its pre-2022 operations. As a result, the production of baby milk products will cease, and the supply of sweet whey will end. These changes are expected to lead to a reduction in noise from the facility and a decrease in the number of salts entering the river. Despite these adjustments, cheese production will continue as normal. It was also noted that the facility’s annual shutdown is scheduled to commence on 11th September.

	
2.2. Public Concerns Raised by K. Hart
K. Hart expressed strong dissatisfaction with the Parish Council, its councillors and the community of Davidstow.  Due to the use of inappropriate and offensive language during this section of the meeting, it was not possible to record a complete or detailed account of the discussion. Nonetheless, it was documented that Mr Hart and his son reported feelings of persecution and believed they had experienced harassment and racism from the community.  Mr Hart further questioned whether the Parish Council had played a role in blocking the entrance to Kingfishers bungalow where he and his son reside. During the meeting, it was clarified that the council was not involved in this matter. It was explained that individuals undertaking private employment do so at their own discretion, which does not contravene any policy of the Parish Council.

Mr Hart requested the removal of boulders. Councillor Wakefield felt compelled to agree to move the boulders; however, it was subsequently pointed out to Councillor Wakefield that he could not legally remove the boulders, as they are not his property.
3. Declarations of Interest
No interests were declared.
4. Matters Arising
Mark Burnett has agreed to liaise with all relevant parties to move forward with the issue concerning the bus stop on the A39 near St Kitts. His engagement aims to ensure that appropriate action is taken to address any outstanding matters relating to the bus stop.
5. Planning
There were no planning matters raised during this meeting. The council noted that no new applications or issues required discussion or action at this time.
6. Finance
No financial matters were brought forward in this session. The council confirmed that there were no updates or reports regarding financial concerns or expenditures.
7. Correspondence
The council did not receive any correspondence. There were no letters, emails or communications to consider or respond to during this meeting.
8. Any Other Business
8.1. Highway Repairs at Trewassa
The council noted that some repairs have finally been completed on the potholes at Trewassa. However, it was observed that certain sections of the road remain in need of further attention to ensure safe passage for residents and visitors.
8.2. Disused Buildings on Davidstow Moor 
Councillor Steed to be tasked to raise concerns on behalf of the community regarding the condition of the disused buildings on Davidstow Moor. Members of the community have reported that some of these structures are in a dangerous state, with asbestos from the roofs scattered throughout the area. This situation poses a significant risk to both livestock and the public.
Although it is acknowledged that the public should not enter these buildings, their historic significance as part of the wartime airfield continues to attract visitors. The council is aware that unauthorised access persists despite the dangers and will seek further discussion on how best to address these concerns and safeguard the area.
8.3. Speeding
According to the Road Safety Foundation website, many accidents on Davidstow A Roads do not appear in official records, even when police and ambulance services attend the scene. This suggests a gap in reporting or data collection. The Chair will raise at the CAP meeting on 8th.   

8.4 Parish Clerk

Mr Jordan had expressed an interest in the role of Parish Clerk. The Chair will discuss with all Councillors and with Mr Jordan.  The Chair will conduct an interview with Mr Jordan. If the terms are acceptable to all parties Mr Jordan will commence the role with immediate effect.
.
             
9. Date of next meeting

Monday October 6th 2025
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